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longs to the same family as the nightshade,
the tomato and the tohacco plant.

The potato was discovered by the Span-
iard's after the conquest of Peru, early in the
sixteenth century, and by them it was taken
to Europe, where it soon spread over the
Netherlands, Burgundy and Italy. The plant
is highly prized for the tubers, which are
fleshy, underground stems, containing a large
proportion of starch. As it was found in the
wild state, the potato was small and of little
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PRODUCTION ILLUSTRATED
The figures  represent the average  crop  in
millions of bushels in the United States and
Canada,    in   the   principal   potato-producing
areas.

value, hut the numerous varieties now in gen-
eral cultivation have been obtained by im-
proving the original species. The value of
this plant for food can scarcely be overesti-
mated. At the time of its discovery many
countries of Europe were overcrowded and
suffering frequent famines, from the failure
of their grain crops. Since the potato would
thrive in soils where grain could not profita-
bly b<* raised, it added an important source
of food to these countries.

The top or stem is nearly square; it
branches frequently, and grows to the length
of from two to four feet, according to the
richness of the soil. The blossoms are about
three-fourths of an inch in diameter and are
white, bluish or pink. The fruit proper is a
spherical berry, about the size of a cherry.
When ripe it is reddish-brown or purplish
and contains a large number of small seeds,
but the plant is propagated by planting the
tubers, from the eyes of which new plants
spring. Varieties are produced from the
seeds, but the seed seldom reproduces a vari-
ety like that from which it sprang.

Besides its extensive use as an article of
food, the potato is used as feed for stock and
for the manufacture of starch. Tubers of
the best quality are obtained in eool tem-
perate climates, where soil and moisture a.re
favorable to their growth. In the United
States, New York is the leading producer,

with an average yearly crop of nearly 34,-
000,000 bushels. Michigan ranks second,
with an annual average of about 33,000,000,
and is followed in order by Wisconsin, Min-
nesota, Maine, Pennsylvania and Iowa. The
total crop for the country is about 400,000,000
bushels a year. Canada produces about
80,000,000 bushels a year, of which Ontario
and Quebec each yield nearly one-fourth.

The Burbaiik Potato. At the age of nine-
teen in his home in Massachusetts, Luther
Burbank heard the complaints of farmers
who were unable to raise more than 200 bush-
els of potatoes to the acre. They clamored for
a variety which would yield a larger acreage
and enable them to make a little money from
their labor. This young man began his ex-
periments in crossing and development and
the fourth year produced a potato so much
improved in size and quality that an eastern
seed house gave him $125 for the sole right
to use and produce the better variety. They
named this the Burbank potato. At once this
variety began to yield 435 bushels to the acre
and since that time has produced 525 bushels.
The United States Department of Agricul-
ture, in a bulletin, gives credit to Mr. Bur-
bank for adding $17,000,000 a year to the
agricultural output of the country, due solely
to the development of the Burbank potato.
See BURBANK, LUTHER.

POTATO Btr&, or COLOEABO BEETLE,
a small beetle of yellow color, with ten black
stripes on its wings. It is a native of the
Eoeky Mountains, where it lived, until the
country was settled, upon the wild-potato
plant. When the cultivation of potatoes was
begun in the West, the beetles thrived and
multiplied in astonishing numbers, and by
18T5 they had spread all over the United
States and Canada. The beetles lay their

POTATO BTJG, YOUNG AND EGGS
orange-colored eggs on the under sides of
the leaves of the new plants. In about a
week these hatch into reddish slugs which
feed hungrily upon the leaves and grow
rapidly, fading in color and developing two